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	I learned about many genres of writing this semester.  I’ve been exposed to many types of writing before, however I’ve never considered how different genres can empower the author with a target audience.  Using reports, I was able to provide a mass of solid information involving current issues with technology to my readers.  Position/proposal papers allowed me to make an argument for my position on those issues, and offer solutions to the underlying problems.  Writing a review allowed me to give a real world example of a product, and demonstrate that it is rooted in how today’s youth can abuse technology.  Finally, I used a script in the form of a television evening news advertisement to remind readers that these events are real, tragic, and close to home.  Each genre allowed me to extend my concerns to many different audiences, who might share my concerns, but are attracted to different approaches of literature.  I feel that I have succeeded with my writing practices, yet I know I still have much to learn.  There are many other genres that I can add to my tool chest to help me succeed in a variety of situations.
	Using genres in writing really forced me to rethink my strategies for making an argument because I had to invent angles to my topic that would allow for a debate to exist.  I feel that overall I was successful; however, I also feel that this was the weakest point of my project due to the limited deadline.  I was challenged to make an argument about a topic a large majority of people agree upon.  Adapting, for me in this project, meant finding an angle that was strong enough to support my ideas, and contained enough compelling information to garner readers’ support for them.  I chose to post my position/proposal paper to my e-portfolio as a result of this.  The final version is dramatically edited down from the original.  The information retained was more concise in conveying my stance in why technology is being abused to such extreme cases by today’s youth.  Further editing and research could have really emphasized my ideas on the matter, but the time to devote to that has always been an obstruction.
	I definitely have a particular style of writing that I have felt confined to.  Using genres has helped me expand upon my abilities by limiting my style to the expectations surrounding any particular genre.  Expanding abilities by limiting the boundaries doesn’t instinctually corroborate as a solution, yet it is powerful.  I’ve mentioned that I am familiar with many types of writing beyond never categorizing them into genres; from that experience I had a foundation of what readers would expect from those genres, and what I expect from them.  Using those expectations forced me to alter my writing style into a predefined standard, while affording me small opportunities to intertwine me into them.
	Researching critically comes easier for me as the topic becomes more interesting.  I have always strived to be informed on topics close to me by my own accord.  My group topic forced concessions to be made to maintain a collective appeal.  This caused friction for me as I researched into my subcategory.  Learning about Salt Lake Community College’s e-Library was enlightening for me, and quickly became an invaluable commodity.  Bias is difficult to avoid.  Keeping an open perspective can prove even more troublesome.  The databases located in the e-Library are designed to offer various stances with supporting information allowing an educated opinion to be concluded, and can also help dissolve bias if the information is received openly.  Every project I poured myself into caused a need for many sources focused on various angles within the same subject matter.  Researching from a broadened perspective has taught me the difference between intending an outcome and discovering one.
	My writing process has been fairly straight forward for the majority of my writing career.  This semester has only fine-tuned my abilities.  My writing work flow always starts with gathering information.  From there, I typically go straight to writing.  Once I’ve completed my first draft, I read my paper out loud to myself, and reorganize the flow of my work.  After the piece has a proper cohesion, I work on improving my style, and address concerns of word redundancies, descriptiveness, and overall message delivery.  English 2010 has strongly stressed final revisions.  My editing process has improved by focusing on finer details that become more obvious when a targeted audience is tailored to.  The audience’s expectation creates awareness for questions to keep in mind when writing or editing a specific genre piece.  It is those questions that define what small improvements can really impact how a targeted audience receives the literature.
	Through means of research, rational argumentation, and choosing the proper style of communication, whether written or spoken, my abilities to contribute to conversations and important topics have matured tremendously.  Having an understanding of each aspect of a topic allows for a more critical debate, and presents any angle I support with a concrete foundation.  Being on top of the debate creates opportunities to accept the benefits of all points of the argument, while allowing a clear direction in demonstrating flaws of the opposition in order to map out how the idea I am presenting is a more reasonable solution.
	This is my first real experience writing within the boundaries of a group effort.  I have to confess that is has also been the hardest writing assignment I have ever been tasked with.  I have the ability to write.  Within my writing style, I have been innovative in finding ways to mold genres to my style instead of allowing my style to flow with different genres.  Adhering to group standards has shattered my comfort zone, and chained me to the movement of my group as a whole.  I could not adapt genres to my style without alienating my work from the standards expected from my peers.  My papers were reviewed and cleared by my peers before I completed each final draft using their recommendations.  I also hope that my criticisms were taken with motivation for improvement, and not received poorly.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In retrospect, the summer semester of 2012 has helped me establish key fundamental practices for writing and communicating.  Adaptation, critical thinking, researching, and various phases of drafting are elements of concise writing techniques, and communication in general.  Looking forward, I will continue to improve adapting my style to the many effective genres of writing, I will openly accept the challenges of writing within a group setting, and I will continue to depend on critical peer review to hone my writing process.
